
 

  

By Rachel Turanksi, Instructor   
   
 Making connections with the 
text is one of the most impor-
tant skills to master in order to 
become an active and proficient 
reader. In an effort to teach 
active reading strategies to my 
adult learners in the most effec-
tive manner, I started teaching 
with reading materials that 
spoke to their daily surround-
ings and life experiences. Many 
of my students have expressed 
great concern about the grow-
ing numbers of violent crimes 
in the city of Philadelphia, and 
what should be done to stop it .  
  I decided to teach the art of 
making deeper connections 
with the text by having my stu-
dents first read a newspaper 
article about gun violence in 
Philadelphia, and then explore 
this article through the scope of 
their own life experiences. 
  Many of my adult learners 
have faced terrible tragedies, 
like the ones mentioned in the 
article, as a result of gun vio-
lence. After reading the article 
and discussing it in detail, my 

students were then asked to write 
a letter to the Editor. (see student 
work on page five)   
   My students were asked to 
recount what details or pieces of 
information drew them into the 
article and pair that with their 
experiences in dealing with gun 
violence. They were also asked 
to offer up reasonable solutions 
to combat this ever growing 
problem in our city. 
  Many of the students here at 

CWEP have dealt with their 
fair share of tough times and 
violent crimes. They desper-
ately want to make a differ-
ence in their own lives and 
also in the communities in 
which they live.  
   This assignment allowed 
students to realize how their 
lives are affected by violent 
crimes, and also understand 
that their voices are the voices 
of experience and change. 

� � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � 
 � � 
 � 
 � � � 
 � � 
 �
� � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � 
 � 
 � � 
 � � 
 � � 
 
 �

� � � � � � � � � �

������������ !"��#�

��$�
%#�&���'������� #�� &"�

(&& �)�&�
!* ) &��
#+$��,�! -�� #�� &"�

	 ��.����) ����� �#%� ��

� �&�! ����& ����
 !� "��.�

/ � ��"*��� *��&0 ��

	�"*�  &����1&���������*��

/��������2-(3���!���

��"* ����&����������


�� &���  &�  ��
#+$�

(�"*%�������(��4#��(�(�

����0�� �4�


*���&�	 ��.�

	�� &�� #�� -� &�.�

��!5������#��/�(�

(�)�#��.�������

�������� !*"�


���.����3 ���� 2&�5�

�.& "" ����1&�


*��� .����1&�

��&&�����3 ��

��"��!�����.� �

��&0� ##4�&��*�5����""�*�

��33.�� �&�&� 2�


"�" �
 &�"���
*��� .�	�"!* &�

�* ���&���'� �� " ��	�#"4�. ��

(� 6�&� ������4��!*%5��
#+$�

7�4� �
* �� ���
#+$�

��' �"�
3 &����
��

������4��*�4�#�


 � � � 
 � � 
 � , � � 
 � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � / 
 �

��//����8���/
�9
��

���(��������7
����

� � '��"�&0��) ��:��8 ��#����
�&) #"�&0��&�"* ��%"%� ��*��%0*�
�%!�"��&�

�
�(������; �

���5�&0��&#�� �"* �!��##���4 �

��������	
���
����	���� ���������������������������� ����������������������������111$!1 3$��0 �� ������������������������������	����������������
�����
��������������������������������������������� ������������������������	���
� �!�"�	���#�$%������� &��� �����������������������������'��������������

����������	
����
��
�����������
��
������
���

   This year’s elections served as an opportunity for 
students to engage in the civic process and learn 
about issues relevant to their lives.  In the Pregnant 
and Parenting Youth (PPY) class, students decorated 
the bulletin board in the hallway with election re-
lated pictures & information (see photo at right), 
including:  voter registration forms, an article com-
paring Obama's and McCain's stances on multiple 
issues, and a list of the "Top Ten Reasons to Vote".    
   Instructor Becky Mead used poll charts in a lesson 
on data interpretation in charts and graphs.  One  
afternoon the women watched "Iron Jawed Angels",  
a movie about women earning the right to vote.   

   Three of the PPY students registered to vote 
at CWEP and voted for the first time.  In our 
Project Rainbow Family Literacy Program, an 
additional five women voted for the first time, 
going as a group to their polling place. 



 

  

    As the holi-
day season 
quickly ap-
proaches, we 
take a closer 
look at the 

adult education classes to review 
effectiveness by determining if stu-
dents are learning the skills neces-
sary to be successful workers, 
higher education students, and GED 
recipients.  The articles included 
highlight the best practice ap-
proaches to teaching low income 
adult learners the comprehension, 
application, analysis, synthesis, and 
evaluation skills that are important 
to advance to the next steps.   
   The Writing Workshop Helps Stu-
dents to Connect with Text on the 
cover page is an example of how  

teachers build students’ compre-
hension skills as a precursor to for-
mulating application skills.   
   Also on the cover, the article Stu-
dents Vote for the First Time  is the 
result of educating the learners 
about the history of the voting 
movements in the United States 
and the significance of each vote. 
   The sample Letters to the Edi-
tor…, on page 5, is the end result of 
a lesson where the teachers were 
helping students to develop the 
ability to synthesize and evaluate 
information.  
   In Helen’s poem on page 4, Who 
Will, she transfers her understand-
ing of Maya Angelou’s works and 
applies the themes to create her 
own work.   
   Using realistic materials, i.e. 

news paper articles, the student not 
only expand their knowledge base, 
but also develop higher-order think-
ing skills needed to advance to the 
next step.   
   As you read the articles and stu-
dents’ works, remember that most 
of the adult learners enter CWEP on 
less than a sixth grade educational 
functioning level.  Preparation for 
the GED could be years away for 
most students; therefore, employing 
an integrated approach to skill at-
tainment, in real and practical ways 
is essential for the learners’ next 
steps to education and employment. 
 
 
                             Alexis T. Brown 
                         Executive Director 
                            alexis@cwep.org 
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   By Jonathan Ziegler, Instructor 
  

   This year at CWEP, the adult education classes have taken 
off with new energy and enthusiasm.   The Impact Program, 
CWEP’s largest academic class, consists of students both pre-
paring for the GED and trying to improve skills for college.  
There is more emphasis on real-life application of academic 
material is areas such as math, writing, and computers.   
  In computer classes, I have been teaching students Microsoft 
Excel while having them create a basic household budget.  The 
budget calculates the required hourly pay they will need to 
support their expenses.   For some this gives motivation to 
pursue education in order to get a higher paying job.   For oth-
ers, this open students eyes to areas where they may need to 
spend less to live with a reasonable income.   Students’ skill 
levels on computers range from just learning to use a mouse to 
already being quite internet-savvy.   It is important in our 
classes that students with higher skill levels assist those who 
have more learning to do. 
  The time and effort put into this year’s orientation has paid 
off.   Students started with higher expectations of the program 
and we started with higher expectations of the students.   Doing 
this makes the education process more engaging for both the 
students and teachers.   The schedule provides more structure 
and variety than previous years.   With an emphasis on Math 
and Reading/Writing skills,  there are also ongoing computer 
projects, job preparation skills classes, and science and social 

studies lessons. 
  This year, many students have shown such a high level of com-
mitment and have already made more academic progress than in 
the past.   We give $10 gift cards to Target as bi-weekly as incen-
tives for students who show a high level of interest in the class.  
Most of the students who have stayed with the program since the 
beginning receive these incentives every time.   This is notable 
because in adult education we are working with a population that 
struggles to commit to their education and to see their own poten-
tial.  They may have a history of moving from program to program 
and playing the system.   This time around, many students are 
committed and excited about the program. 
  Tutoring is also offered in the afternoons for students in the Im-
pact classes.   Gradually, learners are realizing their need for extra 
help and extra time 
to practice their 
math.   This has 
become a valuable 
time for instructors 
to get to know a few 
students better and 
learn how to support 
and encourage them 
according to their 
individual circum-
stances and issues. 
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   By Alexis Brown, Executive Director 
 
We often encounter young women who 
have multiple barriers to education and 
employment. And, we frequently talk 
about the holistic approach and compre-
hensive services available at CWEP. But, 
what does a typical day at CWEP look 
like as we address the barriers?  The story 
of a young woman, currently enrolled in 
the literacy program, illustrates this point: 
   Karen is a 22 year old young woman 
with three children: two are preschool 
age and the third is in kindergarten.  The 
two youngest children are enrolled in 
CWEP’s Kids Early Learning Center and 
according to Diane, the Group Supervi-
sor, the children are beginning to demon-

strate learned skills.  Karen is enrolled in the 
GED class, but suddenly stopped attending. 
The counselor called Karen repeated and she 
finally responded and came back. Karen ex-
plained that she had found a job at ShopRite, 
but was quickly terminated. Although Karen 
didn’t explicitly indicate why she had been 
terminated, the counselor confirmed that she 
was living with an abusive significant other 
and appears to have some mental health chal-
lenges. 
   Karen is receiving welfare benefits and is 
expected to find a job quickly.  The CWEP 
counselor is in constant contact with the wel-
fare case manager who is also aware of 
Karen’s domestic violence challenges.  The 
case manager agreed to allow Karen to remain 
in our program for an undisclosed period of 

time. 
   Today, the counselor continues to work 
with Karen via referrals and constant 
communication; the CWEP’s Kids in-
structors continue to witness literacy 
improvements with her children; and 
Karen’s teacher, Rebecca, said she at-
tends regularly and is completing assign-
ments. Karen is attempting to build her 
skills enough to be awarded a GED. We 
are all aware that she may have to leave 
without notice to accept a low-wage job.   
   Today, Karen appears to be doing well 
and we hope that she can remain in the 
program long enough to assist with find-
ing a safe place to live, enhance her self-
esteem, build her literacy and basic skills 
to pass the GED subtest, and get a job. 

By Roxanna Kestner, Director of Education 
 
New Staff 
   With the beginning of the new school year, came some wel-
come additions to CWEP’s team. Rachel Turanski 
joined our teaching staff this summer and hit the 
ground running with our Impact classes. A recent 
graduate of Temple University’s Secondary Educa-
tion Program, Rachel has brought her innovative 
instruction, contagious energy, and dare I say, fun, to 
CWEP’s students. (Just ask her about discovering 
Learning Styles with Origami bunnies.) 

   Lakeisha Horne also came to CWEP this summer, as 
our Family Literacy instructor at our partner program, 
Project Rainbow. Lakeisha has brought her extensive 
elementary education experience straight from Balti-
more and combined it with her love for adult literacy 
to truly engage the families she works with. 

   Elizabeth Mauro came on board this September as our Voca-
tional Foundation Skills instructor, part of ABLE’s Move-Up 
initiative, at another partner site- the South Philadelphia EARN 
center. She too brings years of working with adult learners to 
the table and we’re sure her students will benefit from her skills. 
   Russell Dodge has taken on CWEP’s evening GED class. A 
graduate of Villanova, he’s taught from Blue Bell, PA to Black-
wood, NJ; from Remedial English to The History of World 
Civilizations. When he needs a break from his love of teaching, 
you can find him announcing at the Pocono Raceway. 
 
Staff Updates 

   Karen Gorrell, with us since 2005, took over our 
ESL classes this year, utilizing Learner’s Lives as 
Curriculum© to develop learner centered lessons 
and activities for our English language students. So 
far, it’s been a smashing success. Who knew pro-
nouns could be so fun? 
    

Jerry Kloss, a part-time evening instructor, also with 
us since 2005, joined us this fall as a full-time in-
structor. Well, actually, he’s just part time in a lot of 
positions! While continuing his commitment to our 
evening program at the Frankford Library, Jerry is 

also teaching a morning Move-Up class at the EARN center, as well 
as afternoon classes at another partner agency, the Achieving Re-
unification Center (ARC). Just try to keep up with him! 
   Jonathan Ziegler is continuing this year as ½ of our 
Impact class “team” with Rachel. With a focus on Math 
and Science (His major was Engineering) he’s bringing 
loads of creativity to our students and answering the ever 
pressing student question of “why do I need to know this 
stuff?” through real-life projects that keep learner’s engaged. 

   Rebecca Mead is still with us this year, but has moved 
from Move-Up to teaching for our new Pregnant and 
Parenting Youth (PPY) program. Becky brings much 
expertise from her studies at U. Penn and her experiences 
with other CWEP programs and her students are lucky to 
have her. 

   Tinisha Hamm, a CWEP Alumna, continues with us this 
year as our ever evolving Administrative Assistant. You 
may find her maintaining the childcare files, keeping PPY 
data on track, planning a community Health Fair, or collect-
ing for our holiday toy drive, but you won’t find her bored! 

   Jean Murray continues to be an asset to the CWEP 
community, keeping our programming running 
smoothly and the data up-to-date. No one quite re-
members a time before Jean was a part of CWEP, and 
who would want to? 

   Sabrina Barfield, our part-time IT support and instructor, spends a 
good part of her time in the classroom this year, 
teaching work readiness and computer skills to our 
PPY participants. And when she’s not at her full-
time job with Temple, you might find her motorcy-
cling for a good cause in her spare time. 
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Poetry Writing Workshop 
Students created poems inspired by the work of Maya  Angelou 

Summer Quilting 
Project 

   
 Students enrolled in CWEP’s 
summer literacy programs partici-
pated in a quilting project focused 
on their individual goals and hopes 
for the future.  The quilt was re-
cently completed and is proudly 
displayed in the CWEP stairwell.   
 
A special thanks to all the students 
who participated, as well as staff 
members Jean  Murray and Karen 
Gorrell for their hard work on this 
project! 
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     One of the solutions to gun violence is 
that young people must make mature, ra-
tional decisions before even thinking about 
picking up a gun.  Young people need to 
think about the ramifications before making 
the stupid mistake of shooting someone.  
Parents have a responsibility to talk to their 
children about the dangers of fooling 
around with guns.  This may not prevent a 
child from picking up one; maybe they 
might recall what was said before shooting 
someone. 
     The issue of gun violence has to worked 
on diligently.  It will be sometime before this 
problem can be extinguished.  The gun laws 
must be changed; they must have stiffer pen-
alties for possession of an illegal gun.   
     Adults concerned about solving this epi-
demic need to set the right example.  We are 
not cowboys and Indians.  We need to write 
to our state legislators expressing our con-
cerns on this matter.  There’s strength in 
numbers, believe that! 

-Mary 

     Crime is spreading like a disease and should be treated as such. 
We are living in a time where self destruction seems to be the way of 
life. We must help ourselves and those around us. 
     There are many solutions and techniques we can use that will 
benefit Families and Communities. We must Empower all children 
with Love, Respect and Education, all people must feel they are wor-
thy and important. 
     I believe most problems we have today are a result of the way 
people feel about themselves. People should feel important and they 
should know they can achieve anything it just takes a little effort. 
     We must create a better picture of how things could be if we work 
together as a nation. I feel programs should be available to all fami-
lies. We must include the entire family to ensure everyone receives 
the help they need. There are broken families all over the world and 
they will stay broken if they don’t see the bigger picture. THERE IS A 
Better Life and we can make it. 
     We must provide structure to people, help them create and build 
better skills. People need to know it’s ok to confide and speak with 
one another, it’s ok to seek help when your down. 
     Guns and violence is not the answer, we must teach these things 
to all of our children and provide them with questions, answers and 
suggestions.  
     Our Nation is Self Terminating because people are killing each 
other so this is a good time to stop racial division and self destruction. 

 
-Johnesa 
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Letters to the Editor Writing Workshop  
The Assignment: Students were asked to write letters to the editor based on an article by Philadelphia Inquirer writer, April 
Saul, entitled Kids, Guns, and a Deadly Toll.  The article addresses the negative effects of gun violence on families who 
have experienced a death brought on by deadly weapons.  The students were asked to relate to the story via their own ex-
periences with violence, and offer up solutions to curb the ever-growing problem of gun violence in our city.  Below are 
excerpts from several students letters. Please see article on the cover page for further information. 
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Private and Foundation Support 
Anonymous 
Barra Foundation 
Beneficial Savings Bank 
Caroline Alexander Buck Foundation 
Caroline Sanders Trust 
The Cherry Foundation 
Citizens Bank Foundation 
City of Philadelphia 
Clearline, Inc. 
Darling Foundation 
Dolfinger-McMahon Foundation 
Douty Foundation 
Drueding Center/Project Rainbow 
Education Works 
Empowerment Zone 
Joseph & Sally Handleman Foundation  
Health Partners 
Henrietta Tower Wurts Memorial 
Honickman Foundation 
Independence Foundation 
Joseph K. Skilling Foundation 
Junior League of Philadelphia 
Keystone Stars 
Lindsay Insurance Group 
Louis N. Cassett Foundation 
Mayor’s Anti-Drug Initiative 
Microsoft & NPower Partnership 
Nelson Foundation  
Nonprofit Finance Fund 
Patricia Kind Family Foundation 
The Pew Charitable Trusts 
Philadelphia Foundation  
Philadelphia Workforce Development  
Corporation 
Seybert Institution 
Sovereign Bank 
St. Christopher Foundation 
Terri Lynne Lokoff Childcare Foundation 
United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Wachovia 
Women’s Way 
Individual Support 
Arthur Hall Adams 
Ann Albright 
Anonymous 
Lisa Altman 
Stephen & Erika Behrend 
Susan Ben 
Leslie Benoliel 
Peter Benoliel & Willo Carey 
Suzanne Bershady 
Dr. Ilene Blain 
Barbara Bodner 
Fred Bostwick 
Janice Breithaupt 
David & Ruth Brill 

Alexis Brown 
Yvonne Brunson 
Sally Caldwell 
Elizabeth Coby 
Jane Combrinck-Graham 
Bernice Cornell 
Betty Crawford 
Kathleen Cummings 
Sarah Davis 
Maggie Dee 
Patricia del Rio  
Marcella Devoto 
Frank & Sharon Donohoe 
Marjorie Dugan 
Stephen Elwell 
Angela Emrich 
Marcia Epstein 
Helen & Leonard Evelev  
Cindy Ferguson 
Marcia Freiberg 
Ellen Furstenberg 
Charles Gallagher & Alexia Chororos 
Anne Glass 
Roberta Goren 
Donald & Betty Graff 
Kelly & Matt Graver 
Peggy Greenlee 
William Greenlee 
John & Chara Haas 
Deborah Harmon 
Lynette Hazelton 
Craig Heim & Jean Miller 
Matt & Ginger Heim 
Meaghan Hogan 
Charles Jameson  
Beatrice Johnson 
Carole Johnson 
Edda Katz 
Boram Kim 
Suzanne & Dennis Kelly 
Linda Kosinki 
Veronica Lake 
Karen Leslie-Henry 
Annette & Morton Levitt 
Nora Lewis 
Elsa & Philip Lichtenberg 
Conrad Lotz 
Gwendolyn Manson 
Rochelle Manson 
Beverly Martin 
Mark McCabe 
Sally & Ed McCabe 
Jean Miller 
Paul & Vicky Miller 
Michael Mills 
Barbara Mitchell 
Joan Monroe 
Suzanne Moore 

Tanya Morgan 
C. Samantha Morse 
Stuart Moss 
Robin Muse 
Mason Noble 
Suzanne Noble 
Maureen O’Donnell 
Grace O’Neill 
Laura Peck & Fran Johnston 
Patricia Pileggi 
Marilyn Pitt 
Alison Poarch Matejczyk 
Jeanie & Tony Radocaj 
Palak Raval-Nelson 
Carol June Ray 
Marie Rich 
Mary Anne Rodriguez 
Jane Rose 
Judith Rossman 
Milton Rossman 
Maureen Rush 
Audrey Rushton  
Alexander & Marjorie Russell       
Mary Sales 
Dr. Alan & Mrs. Pam Schreiber 
Mary Scout 
Andrea Shuster 
Chandi Smith 
Sally Simmons & Charles Thrall 
Evelyn Somerville 
Kenneth Storck 
Ikuko Sumida 
Sara Sumida 
William Thomas 
Sharon Thompson 
Susan Tobia 
Calvert Tolbert 
Minnie Tolbert 
Damita Vann 
Anne von Scheven 
Judith von Scheven 
Wendell Whitlock 
David & Betsy Wice 
Khristina Yates 
In Honor Of 
Ginger Heim 
Adrienne Kosinki 
Erik Lictenberg & Carol Hermey 
My Mother 
Our Parents 
Patricia Pileggi 
Nancy Roggen 
Carol Sammaritano 
In Memory Of 
Miriam B. Auritt 
Michael Walls 

��(����



 

  

��
%33��"���
���&�3��)���&0�+%���".�3��0��4#��&��!��" �!���#%33��"�
# �)�! #�"��"* �1�4 &��&��!*���� &��� �	 &#�&0"�&$ � �

� � ???�@�A�)���������
��%��
*��	
�*������*������	��
��������� �+!�*��
�	��
� � ???�@A��)����*����!�$�������*�������	�������	���**�	��	�, - �.*�/�
*�
� � ???�@����)����%�!���	�)�+��%���������, -�.*�/�
*��	��	��+��* *���$�
� � ???�@A���)������!�������
���
��0���$�	���	�����1�+�	���(!�2 �%�
� � ???�@B���)�������������	��*��
�	����������3-"�
� � ???�@C�����)����*���������+���
�)������42�*��5�*���6�+���
+��� �*+�����*����
�

������(�
<��
7�	
���+��+
��	������	+��*�
��	����������!�%������4 , -�6�

8	��	�����)))9+)��9��(��+��+
��	�4
�	����	�)6�
1����(��!������+����	���
� �!�,�$���(	���*�	(�"�	�� �#�9�����&  

+��������

������������������������������������������������������������(��&�

���B-���;�
�//(�8����

�,��
 �
 

170 adults served 
 

56% of adult learners improved at least one grade level 
 

39 learners completed two or more sections of GED test 
 

11 students earned GED 
 

4 students earned high school diploma through Adult Diploma Program 
 

52 individuals gained and retained employment 
 

40 students gained computer proficiency 
 

33 ESL students improved English language skills 
 

19 young mothers completed Family Literacy Program  
 

80 children of CWEP’s Kids enhanced social, gross and fine motor skills 
 

260 families received emergency food assistance 
 

3 top adult students entered post secondary education and training  
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